
Virtual choir
Recording requirements
Singing online is different from singing live in a group.

This document gives precise instructions on how to 

record audio and video.

Please read carefully.

If you have any questions, are unsure of something, please 

call.

If your equpiment does not meet the requirements out-

lined here, do not proceed hoping that it will just be fine. 

Call me. We will figure something out.

These requirements may seem like a lot, but 

to produce something professional worthy of 

patrons paying for it, we need to create a qual-

ity video and audio experience.

Read this document carefully and thoroughly.



Audio recording requirements
•	 Do not record with the headphone’s built-in 

microphone.

•	Use an external microphone.

•	If an external mic is not available, use your phone’s micro-
phone or contact me to borrow a microphone.

•	Insulate your mic from f loor and/or desk noise by putting 
the stand/microphone on a thick towel or thick foam.

•	Do not sing/play too close to the microphone.

•	Do not tap on the stand or table where the microphone is 
placed. There cannot be background noise (page turns…).

•	Check your levels to avoid clipping (recording levels going 
into the red).



•	For sopranos, when singing higher notes, move away from 
the microphone slightly.

•	Listen to the guide track with headphones so we only hear 
you and not the track.

•	Record at 48 Khz

•	Send in your file in an uncompressed format (WAV or AIF). 
If that is not possible, contact me.



Video setup requirements
Use a smartphone.

•	Use the back camera (never the front camera).

•	In your settings, set resolution to 1080p (1290 x 1080) or 
better.

•	Record at 30 fps.

•	If you use a newer phone, select Most Compatible in the 
Formats section.

Modern 
phones have 
much better 
cameras than 
computers.



•	Record in landscape (wide) orientation.

•	Use a neutral background.

•	Ensure good lighting on your face and body.

•	Record with empty space around you.

•	Place yourself in the middle of the video.

•	Do not move too much on the video.

•	Avoid backlighting (ie. no bright light behind you).

Video recording requirements
•	Stay still for about 10 seconds before starting your 

recording.

•	Stay in place 10 seconds at the end of the recording.



Cheat sheet for best results
•	Record the audio alone in sections. Easy to correct mis-

takes without having to re-record the entire piece.

•	Then record the video, singing along the guide track and/
or your singing. Do notworry about wrong notes, the 
sound from the video will be removed.

•	When doing the video, do sing. Do not simply mouth the 
words. It looks obviously fake.

•	Submit the audio and video separately. Make sure the 
video includes sound.

•	 The files will be merged at 
the time of editing.

My setup



Virtual choir
Musical requirements
The guide tracks
At the beginning of the guide track there is one full bar of 
click to establish the tempo.

Please clap exactly on the downbeat of bar two.

Then there are two full bars of the initial chord.

Virtual ensembles
Performing virtually requires a different approach

•	Rhythms must be extremely precise.

•	Entries and cut offs must be perfectly clean.

•	Practice several times with the guide track before 
recording.

•	It is possible to be precise and musical at once.

•	Look engaged on the video even if you are alone.

Musical guidelines
•	Phrase using text tonic accents.

•	Taper off the end of words and phrases.

•	Put a schwah at the end of words ending with a consonant. 
(See below for details.)

•	Put a quick lift between two repeated notes.



Schwa
Use the schwas on all ending consonants

•	 Amen -> Amen[uh]

Use a quick schwa between two consonants

•	 in terra pax -> in[uh] terra pax[uh]

•	 sanctus -> sanc[uh]tus[uh]

•	 in nomine -> in[uh] nomine

•	 speculum mortis -> speculum[uh] mortis[uh]

If the ending vowel or schwa is followed by a rest, 

then place it there.

If not, then divide the singing note and place the schwa on 

a rhythmic place (often mid point or last beat).



Promotional photos
I feel it is important to recognize all performers 

with name and photo.

Since your photo can be used in print as well as online and 

in video, the highest resolution is always best.

Highest resolution means 2500 pixels and up or 

1.5 Mb and up.

A few suggestions if you do not already have a photo.

•	 Take a photo with your phone.

•	 Use a well lit space: outdoors on an overcast day yields the 
best results.

•	 Stay away from wall to avoid shadows

•	 Shoot from mid-torso to ±six inches above the head

•	 Take your photo in landscape mode


